
ANNUAL MEETING 

MENOMINEE CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

MONDAY, MAY 2
ND

, 2011 - 5:00 P.M.  

MTE FORESTRY CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

 

1. Roll Call and Call to Order: 

Chairman Douglas Cox called the meeting to order at 5:00pm. MEMBERS 

PRESENT: Douglas Cox, Renita Wilber, Darren Zhuckkahosee, and Gary 

Frechette. MEMBERS ABSENT: None. ALSO PRESENT: Richard Annamitta 

(Fishery Biologist), William Cox III (Conservation Warden), Robert Perez (Tribal 

Member), Anthony Duquain (Tribal Member), George Korn (Tribal Member) and 

Briana Ninham (Recorder). 

 

2. Moment of Silence.  

 

A moment of silence was observed. 

  

      3.   Special Rules for Meeting. 

 

Douglas Cox stated that the commission has specific rules spelled out in the 

Commissions by-laws and essentially the same in every meeting. The commission 

would take public comment and the public is permitted to three minutes to speak 

on specific topic. There would be special circumstances with it being the annual 

meeting, if the public had any questions regarding the commission activity they 

would have three minutes per motions, and along will be able to speak on the 

public comment area on any specific topic or issue that they may have had.   

  

      4.   Commission Activity Report.  

 

Douglas Cox went over the handout that was available regarding the activities of 

the Commission that is in regards in the motions that had action and were sent 

towards the Tribal Legislature, and allowed any community member to question 

any activities that was in the report. 

 

May 27, 2010 activity- Joint meeting with ERP on 99-01 amendments of criteria 

for selecting a MCC member.  

 

George Korn asked “if there were any changes that were made at the meeting.” 

 

Douglas Cox responded “that there were changes at the meeting, followed by 

subsequent meetings to hammer out what the criteria was, and ended up being. 

And those criteria changes will be taken up at this week’s Legislative meeting on 

Thursday. There will be a public hearing before the MTL meeting, and then 

during the meeting the Legislatures will be then approving the criteria by the 

proposed changes.”  
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Douglas Cox stated that during the year some fishing issues may arise.  

 

Richard Annamitta stated that he is currently gathering data in certain lakes to 

determine the lakes population of walleye, and hopefully that new data that is 

being collected can help the Commission make the right preference. He also 

stated that later in the month of May and early June they will go back to certain 

lakes to estimate the population of bass and bluegills and later during the year the 

same collecting of data will also be for the estimate the population of trout. He 

also mentioned that he had a fisherman’s survey that he wanted to collect the 

input from fisherman on the reservation and to determine what they would like to 

see on the reservation’s lakes and rivers. He also stated that these certain lakes 

will be writing a management plan with the collection of data and to keep the 

resources on the reservation and that the extensive collection of data will be an 

ongoing project.  

 

Douglas Cox stated that he would get a lot of questions about the populations of 

deer in spring and asked Richard Annamitta if he would know when that 

information would be made available.  

 

Richard Annamitta stated that the deer population data would not be available 

until about three weeks; he however gave an estimate about the bear population 

and stated that it is as is, with only one nuisance bear which is low from previous 

years. Wolf populations are starting to increase on the reservation and the 

estimated number of wolves on the reservation would have to be about twelve. 

 

5. Public Comment on Hunting and Fishing Regulations.  

 

George Korn asked what the status of the zebra mussels inside our lakes, and if it 

is in the Commission’s duty to restrict them from entering the wolf river and other 

lakes. 

 

Doulas Cox responded by the Commission never entertained regulations 

regarding the zebra mussels, but looking into the fishing regulations there could 

be some language on the awareness of the invasive species. He stated the only 

ordinance that there is regarding any kind of invasive species would have to be 

VHS, and suggested that if the Tribe were to assign the Commission to work on 

those type of rules and regulations the Commission would then entertain those, 

however right now the status of zebra mussels are in Legend Lake and 

Moshawquit Lake, and recently there has not been any updates that zebra mussels 

being in the Wolf River.  

 

Robert Perez asked if there is any way to check on the bait suppliers to make sure 

there is no contamination of the bait, because he suspected that there might have 

been a fish that looked liked it had the VHS virus from the pictures that were sent 

around.  
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Walter Cox III stated that they would have to be a licensed bait dealer and most 

bait dealers on the reservation harvest their bait from RJ Hilgers & Son Inc. which 

is a regulated licensed bait dealer. Some wardens would go in and check in on the 

bait dealers but normally would go off from complaints, it would help if tribal 

members could call and let the warden of the complaint.  

 

Douglas Cox stated that RJ Hilger & Son Inc. is under their own rigorous 

guidelines from the USDA and AFAS, the bait company is checked about every 

week to every other week to be screened for VHS and other diseases. He stated 

that since the VHS regulations have been acted the bait deals are under stringent 

requirements and if reservation bait dealers are buying from wholesales dealers 

then it should be fine. 

 

George Korn mentioned that he has some public comments from the passage of 

10-29 referendum votes. His personal comment is that it was only a handful of 

people that wanted to have more hunting and gathering rights, and for the most 

part he felt that if it was not broke before why fix it, and that the majority of 

people that he had spoke with regarding the change stated they would like to see 

an amendment with the hunting and fishing regulations that address as was 

previous and if the Commission would be able to reopen for descendants and have 

some type of language to defining in more depth for descendants, also including 

permitted having a more defined account of their privileges and the majority 

wanted it to be the status quo. Majority of community members were wondering 

if the Commission was willing to make amendments because if there was a revote 

he felt that it may go the other way because of the misinformation that was 

displayed during the last vote on the issue.  

 

Douglas Cox stated that those were good comments and there was a joint meeting 

that was with the MTL and MCC on August 12, 2010 to report on MCC’s 

progress along with other business that were on the agenda. The Commission was 

presented with the ordinance the Commission asked the Legislature when they 

would be able to over their comments on the ordinance change, and the response 

the Legislature gave  was that would be none because they had already made it a 

referendum, and that made the Commission locked out of any available action. He 

stated that if the Commission had the opportunity to comment on it they would 

have discussed with the Legislature about why it is important to have open 

communication with the public in the approved manner before it would go 

forward. The Commission tried to get some of that through but it was not able to 

be accomplished. He stated that there was a meeting held at the College in 

December all Commission members were in attendance along with a lot of tribal 

members wanting to know the status of what was going on and trying to get 

questions answered. The Commission asked the Legislature during the meeting 

about the communication and why there were no other options and approaches. 

The Legislature responded stating that it was their ordinance change and that the 

education materials had been sent out to the public. However he mentioned that if 

the Commission continues to get complaints regarding the issue and if the 
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Commission feels strongly about it, the Commission could propose to the Tribal 

Legislature a recommendation to change the ordinance again. 

 

Anthony Duquain stated that descendants and permitted had no say in this matter 

and could not voice their opinion because they were not allowed to attend the 

meetings being that it was tribal members only and that it affects them one 

hundred percent and yet still had no say in the matter. He stated that it was sad to 

see that the tribe as a whole decided that a fraction stated that you are either on or 

off the reservation. He questioned if descendants are able to attend the 

Commission meetings?  

 

Doulas Cox responded stating that no, only tribal members are allowed to attend 

the meetings which is stated in the Commissions by-laws and ordinance. However 

the Commission could chose to allow for a meeting like that to occur. The 

Legislature meetings are the same, they may be able to permit a person to be in 

the meeting if decided so, other wise it is Tribal members only.  

 

Robert Perez stated that he went to a Legislative meeting last Thursday and 

noticed that on the agenda was an item that pertained to the selling of animal parts 

and was not sure what that was about? 

 

William Cox III stated that it may have been about the Animal parts and feather 

policy that is out, however that the Conservation department were trying to get a 

policy for red tail hawk feathers and hawk feather to get accountability of how the 

feathers are being used. 

 

Robert Perez questioned to know what the Conservation wardens are doing about 

the shinning issue and what they could be doing better. He stated that he was 

getting a lot of complaints last season about deer being misused and having only 

its loins taken and the rest of the carcass not being used and left in the woods. 

 

William Cox III stated that its not just shinning that has this effect he felt that it is 

all hunters who are doing these acts. He stated that he had saw a lot of spots last 

season where only the hind quarters and loins were taken off from the deer and 

the rest just left in the woods and not being used. However he stated that the 

Conservation department is trying its best to tackle the issue, and that they are 

working on new ways to track shiners. 

 

Douglas Cox asked if there were any convictions that were associated with the 

shinning issue.  

 

William Cox III stated that he was unsure and would have to check the log to see 

if there were any convictions, he did state that he believed that there were 

citations that were given out to those who were caught shinning. He also stated 

that he is waiting to hear back from legal about some questions they had regarding 
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if they would be able to fine someone if they may have shinning equipment, and 

stated that it is hard to have wardens around the clock to track out shiners.  

 

George Korn stated that he had a question regarding the 10-29 referendum and 

who would be the one with the jurisdiction over the violators? 

 

William Cox III stated that the conservation department would be able to have 

civil jurisdiction over everyone, but if it was a criminal act it could be covered by 

the Federal Fish and Wild Life or WDNR, and it determines on the factors that are 

involved.  

 

Robert Perez questioned what would happen with this years Trail Rides, and 

rafting.  

 

William Cox III stated that the Trail Rides would have to renew its permit, and 

rafting will be the same from the previous year.  

 

Douglas Cox stated that the Tribe would have to look at its constitution and deal 

with the issues as to whether or not if it’s legal to have the rafting and trail rides 

on the reservation, and that ordinance 10-29 was not the one to have these issues 

to a rise, because it always was an issue the previous years.   

 

6.  Adjournment. 

 

Motion made by Renita Wilber to adjourn. Second was made by Darren 

Zhuckkahosee. All those in favor signify by saying aye, 3-for, 0-opposed, 0-

abstentions, 0-absent. Motion carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:07 pm 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Briana Ninham, Recorder/Transcriber 

Recording Clerk, Menominee Tribal Chairman’s Office 


